
 
REGULATION OF THE “DRUG 
INNOVATION” DOCTORATE 

 

Article 1 

1.1. Starting from the XXXVI cycle, the doctoral course in “Drug Innovation” has 

been established. (www.druginnovation.eu). The course, promoted and 

managed by the Drug Science Department, is also open to professors and 

researchers from other Departments of the University of Eastern Piedmont or 

of other italian Universities.   

1.2. ""Drug Innovation" was created with the aim of starting a doctorate that brings 

together issues related to the discovery, development and approval of a drug 

but considering also the social and economic impact of them. The BIO-CHIM-

MED disciplines characterize the proposing Department and guarantee the 

indispensable skills for the identification of molecular mechanisms and 

innovative targets for pathologies of interest, for the design, even in silico, and 

the synthesis of new molecules endowed with biological activity, for the 

design of screening assays, the in vitro and in vivo studies and optimization of 

the chemical-physical properties of drugs, as well as the pharmacodynamic 

and pharmacokinetic properties of the new molecules. Pharmacogenetic, 

toxicological, technological, productive, and regulatory aspects are also 

included. These processes are partially overlapping for nutraceutical, 

cosmetic and diagnostic products which will therefore be included in the 

course. Despite this, the affiliation to the doctorate of researchers not 

belonging to the BIO-CHIM-MED disciplines is strongly encouraged to cover 

further aspects related to the drug. 



1.3. This doctoral course is aimed for those graduated students who intend to 

acquire a multidisciplinary preparation in the pharmaceutical field. 

Article 2 

2.1. The PhD program is managed by a coordinator and a teaching board. The 

minimum number of Professors to form this college is sixteen. The board 

includes professors and university researchers characterized by excellent 

research activity, and able to satisfy the requirements dictated by ANVUR to 

be part of a doctoral teaching college. 

2.2. The professors who will be included in the doctoral board will have to offer an 

annual didactic course for the doctoral students and to participate to the 

Ph.D. student’s annual examination.  

2.3. There is also a Scientific Advisory Board formed by university professors and 

researchers, including foreign ones, and non-academic staff who will have 

the task of verifying the ability of the doctorate students to pursue their goals. 

Annually, the Scientific Advisory Board will be involved in the PhD activities 

and there will be a formal feedback which will be discussed by the PhD Board. 

 

Article 3 

3.1. The coordinator of the doctorate is elected by a majority of the Doctoral 

Teaching board and is then appointed by the Council of the Department of 

Drug Science. 

3.2. The Department Council, on the proposal of the PhD Coordinator, approves 

the participation in the College of a new member. 

3.3. All participants in the doctoral board must be able to meet the medians set 

by ANVUR to be part of it. If they are no longer able to satisfy them, they will 

be replaced with another member directly by the Coordinator. 

3.4. The coordinator of the doctorate remains in charge for three years. He can 

be re-elected twice. 

 

 



 

Article 4 

4.1. The selection procedure of the candidates is carried out through the 

evaluation of qualifications and the presentation of a research project and 

discussion with the examining commission. The score will be assigned in the 

following way:  thirty points are reserved for the evaluation of qualifications 

and seventy points for the interview. The minimum assessment to achieve 

eligibility is 60/100. 

4.2. The research topics for each PhD cycle are chosen from year to year and 

published in the call. 

4.3. The interview can be held both in Italian and in English. If the interview is held 

in Italian, the commission must ascertain the candidate's knowledge of 

English. 

4.4. The call may include places reserved for specific topics. 

 

Article 5 

5.1. Each year, all the doctoral students will be evaluated by the Ph.D. board for 

being admitted to the following year of the course or to the Ph.D. final exam. 

5.2. Each PhD student must therefore submit a scientific report regarding the work 

carried out within the 15 September of each year (maximum 4 pages). He/She 

will also have to indicate the participations in seminars, courses, congresses, 

and other initiatives related to the third mission and on a date established by 

the coordinator, he/she will present to the teaching staff the results of his/her 

research carried out during the year in English. It will also have to indicate how 

he/she intends to develop its research in the following year. The presentation 

will be held in English. 

5.3. The Ph.D. supervisor must send a report to the coordinator in which he/she 

certifies the work of the doctoral student and, if any critical issues have 

emerged, he/she will expose them. 



5.4. The Ph.D.  board, having evaluated the report and the seminar and having 

heard the opinion of the tutor and the members of the Scientific Advisory 

Board, decides whether to admit the doctoral student to the following year 

or to the final exam. 

5.5. To be admitted, at the end of the cycle, to the final exam, the students must 

have published a scientific article with the first name or first shared name and 

a second product (e.g., article, patent) in which it is not mandatory to appear 

as the first name or first shared name. Review articles will not be considered. 

Only peer-reviewed articles will be considered. If they are not yet published, 

only ASAP or just accepted articles will be considered valid. Articles submitted 

or provisionally accepted will not be considered valid. 

 

Article 6 

6.1. At the end of the third year, each doctoral student must achieve a minimum 

of 15 training credits obtained by attending lectures for doctoral students, 

courses, seminars and schools which are divided as follows: 1 credit = 4 hours 

of frontal teaching for the courses proposed by the Ph.D. Board; 1 credit / day 

for schools; 0.5 credits / day for national and international congresses; 0.2 

credits for seminars; 0.5 credits for each experimental master's thesis of which 

the doctoral student is co-supervisor. All doctoral students must attend 60% of 

the annual seminars proposed by the doctoral school. Third year PhD students 

will be required to deliver a departmental seminar in English 

Article 7 

7.1. The Ph.D. student, in agreement with his tutor, during the three years of his/her 

doctoral course has the right to spend one or more periods, overall, not 

exceeding 18 months, in a host laboratory, in Italy or abroad. This path must 

be compatible with the PhD student's research activity.  Regarding the period 

in a foreign laboratory, if the student's scholarship is not 100% financed by the 

University from its own or from ministerial funds, or 100% financed following an 

agreement with subjects outside the University, the increase 50% of the 



scholarship will be paid by the Department, on funds available to the scientific 

group to which the student belongs. 

 

Article 8 

8.1. After obtaining the authorization from the PhD board, the PhD students can 

carry out tutoring activities (no limitation of hours) and supplementary 

teaching activities for a maximum of 40 hours. The participation of doctoral 

students in projects concerning the third mission is also strongly encouraged. 

Also in this case, the contribution will be quantified in formative credits to be 

evaluated from time to time with the Ph.D. Coordinator. 

8.2. The Ph.D. students of each doctoral cycle will be involved (max groups of 6 

people) for a third mission project that will take place over the three years. 

 

Article 9 

9.1 If it is necessary a change in the title or even in the doctoral project, the tutor 

must make a request to the Ph.D. board, giving reasons for this decision. 

 

Article 10 

10.1. At the end of the PhD, each student is required to write a thesis in English 

regarding the scientific results obtained during the project. The thesis must be 

structured as follows: a) Title; b) plagiarism self-certification (the form can be 

downloaded from the Drug Innovation PhD website); c) Introduction. In this 

section, the candidate through an original introduction describes the state of 

the art of the topics covered below and the purpose of his doctoral work; d) 

Scientific articles or patents. In this part, the candidate can attach, subject to 

the authorization of the publishing house, the published articles relating to his 

/ her PhD work, where he appears as first, middle name or author of reference 

(last name or corresponding author). At the end of this section the candidate 

will have to explain his own contribution to the research and that of the other 



authors present. There is no limitation on the number of chapters if they are 

relevant with the topic of the thesis. If the authorization to publish the article 

has not been obtained from the publishing house, the candidate must submit 

his / her data, extrapolating the content from the published articles; e) 

Unpublished results. If desired, it is possible in this section to enter data not yet 

published, relating to research carried out in the period; f) Discussion. In this 

part the doctoral student through his original contribution critically evaluates 

the results obtained in the three years; g) List of Publications: complete list of 

all publications / patents even if not pertinent to the doctoral project but in 

any case, published during the Ph.D. period and list of conferences attended 

and posters presented. h) Acknowledgments i) Curriculum Vitae. The 

bibliography can be inserted at the end of each chapter 

10.2. The thesis must be printed on both sides, except for the inside cover page. 

The cover can be bound in both rigid and non-rigid. The figure to be put on 

the cover must concern the content of the thesis and the research work 

carried out. The thesis must be prepared in B5 format. 

 


